Some samples were manually collected, labeled, mounted and sent to the Universidade Federal do Paraná, in order to be identified. Afterwards identified specimens were deposited at the Museu de Entomologia of the Universidade Federal de Viçosa. Adults of H. axyrids are oval and convex in shape, measure 5-8 mm and are larger than most of native lady beetle. They are highly color polymorphic with elytra ranging from pale yellow to black bearing 0-22 spots. The elytra usually display a wide "keel" at the apex. The head, antennae and mouthparts are generally straw-yellow but can also be tinged with black. The pronotum is straw-yellow with up to five black spots or with lateral spots usually joined to form two curved lines making an M-shaped mark or a solid trapezoid. The immature stage is elongate and adorned with strong tubercles and spines. The last larval stage is distinctively colored. The ground color is mostly black to dark bluishgrey, with a bright yellow-orange patch extending over the dorsolateral lobes of abdominal segments 1-5 on each side (Iablokoff-Khnzorian 1982) . Brown et al. (2008) indicate that the time from the first settled register of the lady beetle and its expansion is variable. In countries where it was intentionally introduced, the period for expansion is longer when compared to countries where its colonization was spontaneous. According to the authors, this variation is due to the adaptation process for its expansion. In spontaneous colonized areas such as Brazil, its settlement is fast, because this process has already occurred.
The color pattern H. axyridis adults found in Viçosa is the succinea (Figure 2) . The elytra coloration varies from yellow to red, with 0 to 21 black spots. The color may vary according to geographic distribution of the population, which is mainly related to climate factors (Soares et al. 2005) . The succinea phenotype is generally associated to boreal forest, temperate broadleaf and mixed forest, temperate coniferous forest and tropical-subtropical moist broadleaf (Koch et al. 2006) .
